Scripture

CHAPTER XIX: The Authority of the Scriptures

As we believe and confess the Scriptures of God sufficient to instruct and make perfect the man of God, so
do we affirm and avow their authority to be from God, and not to depend on men or angels. We affirm,
therefore, that those who say the Scriptures have no other authority save that which they have received from
the Kirk are blasphemous against God and injurious to the true Kirk, which always hears and obeys the voice
of her own Spouse and Pastor, but takes not upon her to be mistress over the same.

CHAPTER I: Of the Holy Scripture Being the True Word of God

CANONICAL SCRIPTURE. We believe and confess the canonical Scriptures of the holy prophets and
apostles of both Testaments to be the true Word of God, and to have sufficient authority of themselves, not of
men. For God himself spoke to the fathers, prophets, apostles, and still speaks to us through the Holy
Scriptures.

And in this Holy Scripture, the universal Church of Christ has the most complete exposition of all that pertains
to a saving faith, and also to the framing of a life acceptable to God; and in this respect it is expressly
commanded by God that nothing be either added to or taken from the same.

SCRIPTURE TEACHES FULLY ALL GODLINESS. We judge, therefore, that from these Scriptures are to be
derived true wisdom and godliness, the reformation and government of churches; as also instruction in all
duties of piety; and, to be short, the confirmation of doctrines, and the rejection of all errors, moreover, all
exhortations according to that word of the apostle, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof,” etc. (Il Tim. 3:16-17). Again, “I am writing these instructions to you,” says the apostle to
Timothy, “so that you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God,” etc. (I Tim. 3:14-15).
SCRIPTURE IS THE WORD OF GOD. Again, the selfsame apostle to the Thessalonians: “When,” says he,
“you received the Word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it, not as the word of men but as what
it really is, the Word of God,” etc. (I Thess. 2:13.) For the Lord himself has said in the Gospel, “It is not you
who speak, but the Spirit of my Father speaking through you”; therefore “he who hears you hears me, and he
who rejects me rejects him who sent me” (Matt. 10:20; Luke 10:16; John 13:20).

THE PREACHING OF THE WORD OF GOD IS THE WORD OF GOD. Wherefore when this Word of God is now
preached in the church by preachers lawfully called, we believe that the very Word of God is proclaimed, and
received by the faithful; and that neither any other Word of God is to be invented nor is to be expected from
heaven: and that now the Word itself which is preached is to be regarded, not the minister that preaches; for
even if he be evil and a sinner, nevertheless the Word of God remains still true and good.

Neither do we think that therefore the outward preaching is to be thought as fruitless because the instruction
in true religion depends on the inward illumination of the Spirit, or because it is written “And no longer shall
each man teach his neighbor . . . , for they shall all know me” (Jer. 31:34), and “Neither he who plants nor he
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who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth” (I Cor. 3:7). For although “no one can come to
Christ unless he be drawn by the Father” (John 6:44), and unless the Holy Spirit inwardly illumines him, yet we
know that it is surely the will of God that his Word should be preached outwardly also. God could indeed, by
his Holy Spirit, or by the ministry of an angel, without the ministry of St. Peter, have taught Cornelius in the
Acts; but, nevertheless, he refers him to Peter, of whom the angel speaking says, “He shall tell you what you
ought to do.”

INWARD ILLUMINATION DOES NOT ELIMINATE EXTERNAL PREACHING. For he that illuminates inwardly by
giving men the Holy Spirit, the same one, by way of commandment, said unto his disciples, “Go into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15). And so in Philippi, Paul preached the Word
outwardly to Lydia, a seller of purple goods; but the Lord inwardly opened the woman’s heart (Acts 16:14).
And the same Paul, after a beautiful development of his thought, in Rom. 10:17 at length comes to the
conclusion, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing from the Word of God by the preaching of Christ.”

At the same time we recognize that God can illuminate whom and when he will, even without the external
ministry, for that is in his power; but we speak of the usual way of instructing men, delivered unto us from
God, both by commandment and examples.

HERESIES. We therefore detest all the heresies of Artemon, the Manichaeans, the Valentinians, of Cerdon,
and the Marcionites, who denied that the Scriptures proceeded from the Holy Spirit; or did not accept some
parts of them, or interpolated and corrupted them.

APOCRYPHA. And yet we do not conceal the fact that certain books of the Old Testament were by the
ancient authors called Apocryphal, and by others Ecclesiastical; inasmuch as some would have them read in
the churches, but not advanced as an authority from which the faith is to be established. As Augustine also, in
his De Civitate Dei, book 18, ch. 38, remarks that “in the books of the Kings, the names and books of certain
prophets are cited”; but he adds that “they are not in the canon”; and that “those books which we have
suffice unto godliness.”

CHAPTER II: Of Interpreting the Holy Scriptures; and of Fathers, Councils, and Traditions

THE TRUE INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE. The apostle Peter has said that the Holy Scriptures are not of
private interpretation (Il Peter 1:20), and thus we do not allow all possible interpretations. Nor consequently
do we acknowledge as the true or genuine interpretation of the Scriptures what is called the conception of the
Roman Church, that is, what the defenders of the Roman Church plainly maintain should be thrust upon all for
acceptance. But we hold that interpretation of the Scripture to be orthodox and genuine which is gleaned
from the Scriptures themselves (from the nature of the language in which they were written, likewise
according to the circumstances in which they were set down, and expounded in the light of like and unlike
passages and of many and clearer passages) and which agree with the rule of faith and love, and contributes
much to the glory of God and man’s salvation.

CHAPTER I: Of the Holy Scripture

1. Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence, do so far manifest the goodness,
wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to give that knowledge of
God, and of his will, which is necessary unto salvation; therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry times, and in
divers manners, to reveal himself, and to declare that his will unto his Church; and afterwards for the better
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preserving and propagating of the truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the Church
against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto
writing; which maketh the Holy Scripture to be most necessary; those former ways of God’s revealing his will
unto his people being now ceased.

2. Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word of God written, are now contained all the books of the Old

and New Testaments, which are these:

Of the Old Testament

Genesis Numbers Judges
Exodus Deuteronomy Ruth
Leviticus Joshua | Samuel
Il Samuel Proverbs Amos

| Kings Ecclesiastes Obadiah
Il Kings The Song of Songs Jonah

| Chronicles Isaiah Micah

[l Chronicles Jeremiah Nahum
Ezra Lamentations Habakkuk
Nehemiah Ezekiel Zephaniah
Esther Daniel Haggai
Job Hosea Zechariah
Psalms Joel Malachi
Of the New Testament

Matthew Ephesians Hebrews
Mark Philippians James
Luke Colossians | Peter
John | Thessalonians Il Peter
Acts of the Apostles Il Thessalonians | John
Romans | Timothy Il John

| Corinthians [l Timothy [l John

[l Corinthians Titus Jude
Galatians Philemon Revelation

All which are given by inspiration of God, to be the rule of faith and life.

3. The books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the canon of the
Scripture; and therefore are of no authority in the Church of God, nor to be any otherwise approved, or made
use of, than other human writings.

4. The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the
testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), the author thereof; and therefore it
is to be received, because it is the Word of God.

5. We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an high and reverent esteem ford the
Holy Scripture; and the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the
consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which is to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of
the only way of man’s salvation, the many other incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof,
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are arguments whereby it doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God; yet, notwithstanding, our
full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of the
Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts.

6. The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith, and
life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from
Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or
traditions of men. Nevertheless we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary
for the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the Word; and thate there are some
circumstances concerning the worship of God, and government of the Church, common to human actions
and societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature and Christian prudence, according to the general
rules of the Word, which are always to be observed.

7. All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all; yet those things which are
necessary to be known, believed, and observed, for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in some
place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means,
may attain unto a sufficient understanding of them.

8. The OId Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people of God of old), and the New
Testament in Greek (which at the time of the writing of it was most generally known to the nations), being
immediately inspired by God, and by his singular care and providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore
authentical; so as in all controversies of religion the Church is finally to appeal unto them. But because these
original tongues are not known to all the people of God who have right unto, and interest in, the Scriptures,
and are commanded, in the fear of God, to read and search them, therefore they are to be translated into thef
language of every people unto which they come, that the Word of God dwelling plentifully in all, they may
worship him in an acceptable manner, and, through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, may have hope.

9. The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture, is the Scripture itself; and therefore, when there is a
question about the true and full sense of any scripture (which is not manifold, but one), it may be searched
and . The Supreme Judge, by whichg all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all decrees of
councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose
sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture.

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?
A. The Word of God which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments is the only rule to
direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him.

Q. 4. How doth it appear that the Scriptures are the Word of God?

A. The Scriptures manifest themselves to be the Word of God, by their majesty and purity; by the consent of
all the parts, and the scope of the whole, which is to give all glory to God; by their light and power to convince
and convert sinners, to comfort and build up believers unto salvation. But the Spirit of God, bearing witness
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by and with the Scriptures in the heart of man, is alone able fully to persuade it that they are the very word of
God.

Q. 5. What do the Scriptures principally teach?
A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of
man.

Q. 6. What do the Scriptures make known of God?
A. The Scriptures make known what God is, the persons in the Godhead, his decrees, and the execution of
his decrees.

Q. 155. How is the Word made effectual to salvation?

A. The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching of the Word, an effectual means of
enlightening, convincing, and humbling sinners, of driving them out of themselves, and drawing them unto
Christ, of conforming them to his image, and subduing them to his will; of strengthening them against
temptations and corruptions; of building them up in grace, and establishing their hearts in holiness and
comfort through faith unto salvation.

Q. 156. Is the Word of God to be read by all?

A. Although all are not permitted to read the Word publicly to the congregation, yet all sorts of people are
bound to read it apart by themselves, and with their families; to which end, the Holy Scriptures are to be
translated out of the original into the language of every people unto whom they come.

Q. 157. How is the Word of God to be read?

A. The Holy Scriptures are to be read with an high and reverent esteem of them; with a firm persuasion that
they are the very Word of God, and that he only can enable us to understand them; with desire to know,
believe, and obey, the will of God revealed in them; with diligence, and attention to the matter and scope of
them; with meditation, application, self-denial, and prayer.

Q. 158. By whom is the Word of God to be preached?
A. The Word of God is to be preached only by such as are sufficiently gifted, and also duly approved and
called to that office.

Q. 159. How is the Word of God to be preached by those that are called thereunto?

A. They that are called to labor in the ministry of the Word are to preach sound doctrine, diligently, in season,
and out of season; plainly, not in the enticing word of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit, and
of power; faithfully, making known the whole counsel of God; wisely, applying themselves to the necessities
and capacities of the hearers; zealously, with fervent love to God, and the souls of his people; sincerely,
aiming at his glory, and their conversion, edification, and salvation.

Q. 160. What is required of those that hear the Word preached?

A. It is required of those that hear the Word preached, that they attend upon it with diligence, preparation,
and prayer; examine what they hear by the Scriptures; receive the truth with faith, love, meekness, and
readiness of mind, as the Word of God; meditate, and confer of it; hide it in their hearts, and bring forth the
fruit of it in their lives.

2. THE BIBLE
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The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate, to whom the Holy Spirit bears
unique and authoritative witness through the Holy Scriptures, which are received and obeyed as the word of
God written. The Scriptures are not a witness among others, but the witness without parallel. The church has
received the books of the Old and New Testaments as prophetic and apostolic testimony in which it hears the
word of God and by which its faith and obedience are nourished and regulated.

The New Testament is the recorded testimony of apostles to the coming of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth,
and the sending of the Holy Spirit to the Church. The Old Testament bears witness to God’s faithfulness in his
covenant with Israel and points the way to the fulfillment of his purpose in Christ. The Old Testament is
indispensable to understanding the New, and is not itself fully understood without the New.

The Bible is to be interpreted in the light of its witness to God’s work of reconciliation in Christ. The
Scriptures, given under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are nevertheless the words of men, conditioned by the
language, thought forms, and literary fashions of the places and times at which they were written. They reflect
views of life, history, and the cosmos which were then current. The church, therefore, has an obligation to
approach the Scriptures with literary and historical understanding. As God has spoken his word in diverse
cultural situations, the church is confident that he will continue to speak through the Scriptures in a changing
world and in every form of human culture.

God’s word is spoken to his church today where the Scriptures are faithfully preached and attentively read in
dependence on the illumination of the Holy Spirit and with readiness to receive their truth and direction.

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life
and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.
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