The Person and Work of Christ

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Aimighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

CHAPTER VII: Why the Mediator Had to Be True God and True Man

We acknowledge and confess that this wonderful union between the Godhead and the humanity in Christ
Jesus did arise from the eternal and immutable decree of God from which all our salvation springs and
depends.

CHAPTER VIII: Election

That same eternal God and Father, who by grace alone chose us in his Son Christ Jesus before the
foundation of the world was laid, appointed him to be our head, our brother, our pastor, and the great bishop
of our souls. But since the opposition between the justice of God and our sins was such that no flesh by itself
could or might have attained unto God, it behooved the Son of God to descend unto us and take himself a
body of our body, flesh of our flesh, and bone of our bone, and so become the Mediator between God and
man, giving power to as many as believe in him to be the sons of God; as he himself says, “l ascend to my
Father and to your Father, to my God and to your God.” By this most holy brotherhood whatever we have lost
in Adam is restored to us again. Therefore we are not afraid to call God our Father, not so much because he
has created us, which we have in common with the reprobate, as because he has given unto us his only Son
to be our brother, and given us grace to acknowledge and embrace him as our only Mediator. Further, it
behooved the Messiah and Redeemer to be true God and true man, because he was able to undergo the
punishment of our transgressions and to present himself in the presence of his Father’s judgment, as in our
stead, to suffer for our transgression and disobedience, and by death to overcome him that was the author of
death. But because the Godhead alone could not suffer death, and neither could manhood overcome death,
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he joined both together in one person, that the weakness of one should suffer and be subject to death—
which we had deserved—and the infinite and invincible power of the other, that is, of the Godhead, should
triumph, and purchase for us life, liberty, and perpetual victory. So we confess, and most undoubtedly
believe.

CHAPTER IX: Christ’s Death, Passion, and Burial

That our Lord Jesus offered himself a voluntary sacrifice unto his Father for us, that he suffered contradiction
of sinners, that he was wounded and plagued for our transgressions, that he, the clean innocent Lamb of
God, was condemned in the presence of an earthly judge, that we should be absolved before the judgment
seat of our God; that he suffered not only the cruel death of the cross, which was accursed by the sentence
of God; but also that he suffered for a season the wrath of his Father which sinners had deserved. But yet we
avow that he remained the only, well beloved, and blessed Son of his Father even in the midst of his anguish
and torment which he suffered in body and soul to make full atonement for the sins of his people. From this
we confess and avow that there remains no other sacrifice for sin; if any affirm so, we do not hesitate to say
that they are blasphemers against Christ’s death and the everlasting atonement thereby purchased for us.

CHAPTER X: The Resurrection

We undoubtedly believe, since it was impossible that the sorrows of death should retain in bondage the
Author of life, that our Lord Jesus crucified, dead, and buried, who descended into hell, did rise again for our
justification, and the destruction of him who was the author of death, and brought life again to us who were
subject to death and its bondage. We know that his resurrection was confirmed by the testimony of his
enemies, and by the resurrection of the dead, whose sepulchres did open, and they did rise and appear to
many within the city of Jerusalem. It was also confirmed by the testimony of his angels, and by the senses
and judgment of his apostles and of others, who had conversation, and did eat and drink with him after his
resurrection.

CHAPTER XI: The Ascension

We do not doubt but that the selfsame body which was born of the virgin, was crucified, dead, and buried,
and which did rise again, did ascend into the heavens, for the accomplishment of all things, where in our
name and for our comfort he has received all power in heaven and earth, where he sits at the right hand of the
Father, having received his kingdom, the only advocate and mediator for us. Which glory, honor, and
prerogative, he alone amongst the brethren shall possess till all his enemies are made his footstool, as we
undoubtedly believe they shall be in the Last Judgment. We believe that the same Lord Jesus shall visibly
return for this Last Judgment as he was seen to ascend. And then, we firmly believe, the time of refreshing
and restitution of all things shall come, so that those who from the beginning have suffered violence, injury,
and wrong, for righteousness’ sake, shall inherit that blessed immortality promised them from the beginning.
But, on the other hand, the stubborn, disobedient, cruel persecutors, filthy persons, idolators, and all sorts of
the unbelieving, shall be cast into the dungeon of utter darkness, where their worm shall not die, nor their fire
be quenched. The remembrance of that day, and of the Judgment to be executed in it, is not only a bridle by
which our carnal lusts are restrained but also such inestimable comfort that neither the threatening of worldly
princes, nor the fear of present danger or of temporal death, may move us to renounce and forsake that
blessed society which we, the members, have with our Head and only Mediator, Christ Jesus: whom we
confess and avow to be the promised Messiah, the only Head of his Kirk, our just Lawgiver, our only High
Priest, Advocate, and Mediator. To which honors and offices, if man or angel presume to intrude themselves,
we utterly detest and abhor them, as blasphemous to our sovereign and supreme Governor, Christ Jesus.
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Q. 12. Since, then, by the righteous judgment of God we have deserved temporal and eternal punishment,
how may we escape this punishment, come again to grace, and be reconciled to God?

A. God wills that his righteousness be satisfied; therefore, payment in full must be made to his righteousness,
either by ourselves or by another.

Q. 13. Can we make this payment ourselves?
A. By no means. On the contrary, we increase our debt each day.

Q. 14. Can any mere creature make the payment for us?
A. No one. First of all, God does not want to punish any other creature for man’s debt. Moreover, no mere
creature can bear the burden of God’s eternal wrath against sin and redeem others from it.

Q. 15. Then what kind of mediator and redeemer must we seek?
A. One who is a true and righteous man and yet more powerful than all creatures, that is, one who is at the
same time true God.

Q. 16. Why must he be a true and righteous man?
A. Because God’s righteousness requires that man who has sinned should make reparation for sin, but the
man who is himself a sinner cannot pay for others.

Q. 17. Why must he at the same time be true God?
A. So that by the power of his divinity he might bear as a man the burden of God’s wrath, and recover for us
and restore to us righteousness and life.

Q. 18. Who is this mediator who is at the same time true God and a true and perfectly righteous man?
A. Our Lord Jesus Christ, who is freely given to us for complete redemption and righteousness.

Q. 19. Whence do you know this?

A. From the holy gospel, which God himself revealed in the beginning in the Garden of Eden, afterward
proclaimed through the holy patriarchs and prophets and foreshadowed through the sacrifices and other rites
of the Old Covenant, and finally fulfilled through his own wellbeloved Son.

Q. 20. Will all men, then, be saved through Christ as they became lost through Adam?
A. No. Only those who, by true faith, are incorporated into him and accept all his benefits.

Q. 21. What is true faith?

A. It is not only a certain knowledge by which | accept as true all that God has revealed to us in his Word, but
also a wholehearted trust which the Holy Spirit creates in me through the gospel, that, not only to others, but
to me also God has given the forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteousness and salvation, out of sheer grace
solely for the sake of Christ’s saving work.

Q. 56. What do you believe concerning “the forgiveness of sins”?

A. That, for the sake of Christ’s reconciling work, God will no more remember my sins or the sinfulness with
which | have to struggle all my life long; but that he graciously imparts to me the righteousness of Christ so
that | may never come into condemnation.
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CHAPTER XI: Of Jesus Christ, True God and Man, the Only Savior of the World.

CHRIST IS TRUE GOD. We further believe and teach that the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, was
predestinated or foreordained from eternity by the Father to be the Savior of the world. And we believe that
he was born, not only when he assumed flesh of the Virgin Mary, and not only before the foundation of the
world was laid, but by the Father before all eternity in an inexpressible manner. For Isaiah said: “Who can tell
his generation?” (Ch. 53:8). And Micah says: “His origin is from of old, from ancient days” (Micah 5:2). And
John said in the Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God,” etc. (Ch. 1:1). Therefore, with respect to his divinity the Son is coequal and consubstantial with the
Father; true God (Phil. 2:11), not only in name or by adoption or by any merit, but in substance and nature, as
the apostle John has often said: “This is the true God and eternal life” (I John 5:20). Paul also says: “He
appointed the Son the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He reflects the glory of God
and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding all things by his word of power” (Heb. 1:2 f.). For in the
Gospel the Lord himself said: “Father, glorify Thou me in Thy own presence with the glory which | had with
Thee before the world was made” (John 17:5). And in another place in the Gospel it is written: “The Jews
sought all the more to kill him because he called God his Father, making himself equal with God” (John
5:18)....

CHRIST IS TRUEMAN, HAVING REAL FLESH.We also believe and teach that the eternal Son of the eternal
God was made the Son of man, from the seed of Abraham and David, not from the coitus of a man, as the
Ebionites said, but was most chastely conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the ever virgin Mary, as the
evangelical history carefully explains to us (Matt., ch. 1). And Paul says: “He took not on him the nature of
angels, but of the seed of Abraham.” Also the apostle John says that whoever does not believe that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh, is not of God. Therefore, the flesh of Christ was neither imaginary nor brought
from heaven, as Valentinus and Marcion wrongly imagined.

A RATIONAL SOUL IN CHRIST. Moreover, our Lord Jesus Christ did not have a soul bereft of sense and
reason, as Apollinaris thought, nor flesh without a soul, as Eunomius taught, but a soul with its reason, and
flesh with its senses, by which in the time of his passion he sustained real bodily pain, as he himself testified
when he said: “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death” (Matt. 26:38). And, “Now is my soul troubled” (John
12:27).

TWO NATURES IN CHRIST. We therefore acknowledge two natures or substances, the divine and the
human, in one and the same Jesus Christ our Lord (Heb., ch. 2). And we say that these are bound and united
with one another in such a way that they are not absorbed, or confused, or mixed, but are united or joined
together in one person—the properties of the natures being unimpaired and permanent.

NOT TWO BUT ONE CHRIST. Thus we worship not two but one Christ the Lord. We repeat: one true God and
man. With respect to his divine nature he is consubstantial with the Father, and with respect to the human
nature he is consubstantial with us men, and like us in all things, sin excepted (Heb. 4:15)....

THE DIVINE NATURE OF CHRIST IS NOT PASSIBLE, AND THE HUMAN NATURE IS NOT EVERYWHERE.
Therefore, we do not in any way teach that the divine nature in Christ has suffered or that Christ according to
his human nature is still in this world and thus is everywhere. For neither do we think or teach that the body of
Christ ceased to be a true body after his glorification, or was deified, and deified in such a way that it laid
aside its properties as regards body and soul, and changed entirely into a divine nature and began to be
merely one substance....

OUR LORD TRULY SUFFERED. We believe, moreover, that our Lord Jesus Christ truly suffered and died for
us in the flesh, as Peter says (I Peter 4:1). We abhor the most impious madness of the Jacobites and all the
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Turks who execrate the suffering of the Lord. At the same time we do not deny that the Lord of glory was
crucified for us, according to Paul’s words (I Cor. 2:8).

IMPARTATION OF PROPERTIES. We piously and reverently accept and use the impartation of properties
which is derived from Scripture and which has been used by all antiquity in explaining and reconciling
apparently contradictory passages.

CHRIST IS TRULY RISEN FROM THE DEAD. We believe and teach that the same Jesus Christ our Lord, in
his true flesh in which he was crucified and died, rose again from the dead, and that not another flesh was
raised other than the one buried, or that a spirit was taken up instead of the flesh, but that he retained his true
body. Therefore, while his disciples thought they saw the spirit of the Lord, he showed them his hands and
feet which were marked by the prints of the nails and wounds, and added: “See my hands and my feet, that it
is | myself; handle me, and see, for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that | have” (Luke 24:39).

CHRIST IS TRULY ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN. We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ, in his same flesh,
ascended above all visible heavens into the highest heaven, that is, the dwelling-place of God and the
blessed ones, at the right hand of God the Father. Although it signifies an equal participation in glory and
majesty, it is also taken to be a certain place about which the Lord, speaking in the Gospel, says: “l go to
prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). The apostle Peter also says: “Heaven must receive Christ until the time
of restoring all things” (Acts 3:21). And from heaven the same Christ will return in judgment, when wickedness
will then be at its greatest in the world and when the Antichrist, having corrupted true religion, will fill up all
things with superstition and impiety and will cruelly lay waste the Church with bloodshed and flames (Dan.,
ch. 11). But Christ will come again to claim his own, and by his coming to destroy the Antichrist, and to judge
the living and the dead (Acts 17:31). For the dead will rise again (I Thess. 4:14 ff.), and those who on that day
(which is unknown to all creatures [Mark 13:32]) will be alive will be changed “in the twinkling of an eye,” and
all the faithful will be caught up to meet Christ in the air, so that then they may enter with him into the blessed
dwelling-places to live forever (I Cor. 15:51 f.). But the unbelievers and ungodly will descend with the devils
into hell to burn forever and never to be redeemed from torments (Matt. 25:46)....

THE FRUIT OF CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION. Further by his passion and death and everything
which he did and endured for our sake by his coming in the flesh, our Lord reconciled all the faithful to the
heavenly Father, made expiation for sins, disarmed death, overcame damnation and hell, and by his
resurrection from the dead brought again and restored life and immortality. For he is our righteousness, life
and resurrection, in a word, the fulness and perfection of all the faithful, salvation and all sufficiency. For the
apostle says: “In him all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell,” and, “You have come to fulness of life in
him” (Col., chs. 1 and 2).

JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY SAVIOR OF THE WORLD, AND THE TRUE AWAITED MESSIAH. For we teach
and believe that this Jesus Christ our Lord is the unique and eternal Savior of the human race, and thus of the
whole world, in whom by faith are saved all who before the law, under the law, and under the Gospel were
saved, and however many will be saved at the end of the world. For the Lord himself says in the Gospel: “He
who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. .
. . I am the door of the sheep” (John 10:1 and 7). And also in another place in the same Gospel he says:
“Abraham saw my day and was glad” (ch. 8:56). The apostle Peter also says: “There is salvation in no one
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” We therefore
believe that we will be saved through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, as our fathers were (Acts 4:12,
10:43; 15:11). For Paul also says: “All our fathers ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock which followed them, and the Rock was Christ” (I Cor. 10:3 f.).
And thus we read that John says: “Christ was the Lamb which was slain from the foundation of the world”
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(Rev. 13:8), and John the Baptist testified that Christ is that “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29). Wherefore, we quite openly profess and preach that Jesus Christ is the sole Redeemer
and Savior of the world, the King and High Priest, the true and awaited Messiah, that holy and blessed one
whom all the types of the law and predictions of the prophets prefigured and promised; and that God
appointed him beforehand and sent him to us, so that we are not now to look for any other. Now there only
remains for all of us to give all glory to Christ, believe in him, rest in him alone, despising and rejecting all
other aids in life. For however many seek salvation in any other than in Christ alone, have fallen from the
grace of God and have rendered Christ null and void for themselves (Gal. 5:4).

THE CREEDS OF FOUR COUNCILS RECEIVED. And, to say many things with a few words, with a sincere
heart we believe, and freely confess with open mouth, whatever things are defined from the Holy Scriptures
concerning the mystery of the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, and are summed up in the Creeds and
decrees of the first four most excellent synods convened at Nicaea, Constantinople, Ephesus and
Chalcedon—together with the Creed of blessed Athanasius, and all similar symbols; and we condemn
everything contrary to these.

CHAPTER VIII: Of Christ the Mediator

1. It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, to be
the Mediator between God and man, the prophet, priest, and king; the head and Savior of his Church, the heir
of all things, and judge of the world; unto whom he did, from all eternity, give a people to be his seed, and to
be by him in time redeemed, called, justified, sanctified, and glorified.

2. The Son of God, the second Person in the Trinity, being very and eternal God, of one substance, and equal
with the Father, did, when the fullness of time was come, take upon him man’s nature, with all the essential
properties and common infirmities thereof; yet without sin: being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost,
in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the
Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined together in one person, without conversion,
composition, or confusion. Which person is very God and very man, yet one Christ, the only Mediator
between God and man.

3. The Lord Jesus in his human nature thus united to the divine, was sanctified and anointed with the Holy
Spirit above measure; having in him all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, in whom it pleased the
Father that all fullness should dwell: to the end that being holy, harmless, undefiled, and full of grace and
truth, he might be thoroughly furnished to execute the office of a Mediator and Surety. Which office he took
not unto himself, but was thereunto called by his Father; who put all power and judgment into his hand, and
gave him commandment to execute the same.

4. This office the Lord Jesus did most willingly undertake, which, that he might discharge, he was made under
the law, and did perfectly fulfill it; endured most grievous torments immediately in his soul, and most painful
sufferings in his body; was crucified and died, was buried, and remained under the power of death, yet saw
no corruption. On the third day he arose from the dead, with the same body in which he suffered; with which
also he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth at the right hand of his Father, making intercession; and shall
return to judge men and angels, at the end of the world.

Session 6 Supplement: The Person & Work of Christ Page 6



5. The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself, which he through the eternal Spirit once
offered up unto God, hath fully satisfied the justice of his Father; and purchased not only reconciliation, but an
everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those whom the Father hath given unto him.

6. Although the work of redemption was not actually wrought by Christ till after his incarnation, yet the virtue,
efficacy, and benefits thereof were communicated unto the elect, in all ages successively from the beginning
of the world, in and by those promises, types, and sacrifices wherein he was revealed, and signified to be the
seed of the woman, which should bruise the serpent’s head, and the Lamb slain from the beginning of the
world, being yesterday and today the same and for ever.

7. Christ, in the work of mediation, acteth according to both natures; by each nature doing that which is
proper to itself; yet by reason of the unity of the person, that which is proper to one nature is sometimes, in
Scripture, attributed to the person denominated by the other nature.

8. To all those for whom Christ hath purchased redemption, he doth certainly and effectually apply and
communicate the same; making intercession for them, and revealing unto them, in and by the Word, the
mysteries of salvation; effectually persuading them by his Spirit to believe and obey; and governing their
hearts by his Word and Spirit; overcoming all their enemies by his almighty power and wisdom, in such
manner and ways as are most consonant to his wonderful and unsearchable dispensation.

Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?
A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, became
man, and so was, and continueth to be, God and man, in two distinct natures, and one Person forever.

Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?
A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body and a reasonable soul, being
conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin.

Q. 23. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?
A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a prophet, of apriest, and of a king, both in his estate of
humiliation and exaltation.

Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet?
A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet in revealing to us, by his Word and Spirit, the will of God for our
salvation.

Q. 25. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest?
A. Christ executeth the office of a priest in his once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice,
and reconcile us to God, and in making continual intercession for us.

Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the office of a king?
A. Christ executeth the office of a king in subduing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining
and conquering all his and our enemies.

Q. 27. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?
A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition, made under the law,
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undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being buried, and
continuing under the power of death for a time.

Q. 28. Wherein consisteth Christ’s exaltation?
A. Christ’s exaltation consisteth in his rising again from the dead on the third day,1 in ascending up into
heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming to judge the world at the last day.

Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ by the effectual application of it to us by his
Holy Spirit.

Q. 30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?
A. The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ by working faith in us, and thereby uniting us
to Christ in our effectual calling.

Q. 36. Who is the Mediator of the covenant of grace?

A. The only Mediator of the covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus Christ, who being the eternal Son of God, of
one substance and equal with the Father, in the fullness of time became man, and so was, and continues to
be, God and man, in two entire distinct natures, and one person, forever.

Q. 37. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?

A. Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking to himself a true body, and a reasonable soul,1 being
conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her substance, and born of her,
yet without sin.

Q. 38. Why was it requisite that the Mediator should be God?

A. It was requisite that the Mediator should be God; that he might sustain and keep the human nature from
sinking under the infinite wrath of God, and the power of death; give worth and efficacy to his sufferings,
obedience, and intercession; and to satisfy God’s justice, procure his favor, purchase a peculiar people, give
his Spirit to them, conquer all their enemies, and bring them to everlasting salvation.

Q. 39. Why was it requisite that the Mediator should be man?

A. It was requisite that the Mediator should be man; that he might advance our nature, perform obedience to
the law, suffer and make intercession for us in our nature, have a fellow feeling of our infirmities; that we might
receive the adoption of sons,4 and have comfort and access with boldness unto the throne of grace.

Q. 40. Why was it requisite that the Mediator should be God and man in one person?

A. It was requisite that the Mediator who was to reconcile God and man, should himself be both God and
man, and this in one person; that the proper works of each nature might be accepted of God for us, and
relied on by us, as the works of the whole person.

Q. 41. Why was our Mediator called Jesus?
A. Our Mediator was called Jesus, because he saveth his people from their sins.

Q. 42. Why was our Mediator called Christ?

A. Our Mediator was called Christ, because he was anointed with the Holy Ghost above measure; and so set
apart, and fully furnished with all authority and ability, to execute the office of prophet, priest, and king of his
church, in the estate both of his humiliation and exaltation.
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Q. 43. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet?
A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in his revealing to the church in all ages, by his Spirit and Word, in
divers ways of administration, the whole will of God, in all things concerning their edification and salvation.

Q. 44. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest?

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering himself a sacrifice without spot to God, to be a
reconciliation for the sins of his people; and in making continual intercession for them.

Q. 45. How doth Christ execute the office of a king?

A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in calling out of the world a people to himself; and giving them
officers, laws, and censures, by which he visibly governs them; in bestowing saving grace upon his elect,
rewarding their obedience, and correcting them for their sins, preserving and supporting them under all their
temptations and sufferings; restraining and overcoming all their enemies, and powerfully ordering all things for
his own glory, and their good; and also in taking vengeance on the rest, who know not God, and obey not the
gospel.

Q. 46. What was the estate of Christ’s humiliation?

A. The estate of Christ’s humiliation was that low condition, wherein he, for our sakes, emptying himself of his
glory, took upon him the form of a servant, in his conception and birth, life, death, and after his death until his
resurrection.

Q. 47. How did Christ humble himself in his conception and birth?

A. Christ humbled himself in his conception and birth, in that, being from all eternity the Son of God in the
bosom of the Father, he was pleased in the fullness of time to become the Son of man, made of a woman of
low estate, and to be born to her, with divers circumstances of more than ordinary abasement.

Q. 48. How did Christ humble himself in his life?

A. Christ humbled himself in his life, by subjecting himself to the law, which he perfectly fulfilled, and by
conflicting with the indignities of the world, temptations of Satan, and infirmities in his flesh; whether common
to the nature of man, or particularly accompanying that his low condition.

Q. 49. How did Christ humble himself in his death?

A. Christ humbled himself in his death, in that having been betrayed by Judas, forsaken by his disciples,
scorned and rejected by the world, condemned by Pilate, and tormented by his persecutors; having also
conflicted with the terrors of death and the powers of darkness, felt and borne the weight of God’s wrath, he
laid down his life an offering for sin, enduring the painful, shameful, and cursed death of the cross.

Q. 50. Wherein consisted Christ’s humiliation after his death?

A. Christ’s humiliation after his death consisted in his being buried, and continuing in the state of the dead,
and under the power of death till the third day, which hath been otherwise expressed in these words: “He
descended into hell.”

Q. 51. What was the estate of Christ’s exaltation?
A. The estate of Christ’s exaltation comprehendeth his resurrection, ascension, sitting at the right hand of the
Father, and his coming again to judge the world.

Q. 52. How was Christ exalted in his resurrection?

A. Christ was exalted in his resurrection, in that, not having seen corruption in death (of which it was not
possible for him to be held), and having the very same body in which he suffered, with the essential properties
thereof (but without mortality and other common infirmities belonging to this life), really united to his soul, he
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rose again from the dead the third day by his own power; whereby he declared himself to be the Son of God,
to have satisfied divine justice, to have vanquished death and him that had the power of it, and to be Lord of
quick and dead. All which he did as a public person, the head of his church, for their justification, quickening
in grace, support against enemies, and to assure them of their resurrection from the dead at the last day.

Q. 53. How was Christ exalted in his ascension?

A. Christ was exalted in his ascension, in that having, after his resurrection, often appeared unto, and
conversed with his apostles, speaking to them of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, and giving
them commission to preach the gospel to all nations; forty days after his resurrection, he, in our nature, and
as our head, triumphing over enemies, visibly went up into the highest heavens, there to receive gifts for men,
to raise up our affections thither, and to prepare a place for us, where himself is, and shall continue till his
second coming at the end of the world.

Q. 54. How is Christ exalted in his sitting at the right hand of God?

A. Christ is exalted in his sitting at the right hand of God, in that as God-man he is advanced to the highest
favor with God the Father, with all fullness of joy, glory, and power over all things in heaven and earth; and
doth gather and defend his church, and subdue their enemies; furnisheth his ministers and people with gifts
and graces, and maketh intercession for them.

Q. 55. How doth Christ make intercession?

A. Christ maketh intercession, by his appearing in our nature continually before the Father in heaven, in the
merit of his obedience and sacrifice on earth; declaring his will to have it applied to all believers; answering all
accusations against them; and procuring for them quiet of conscience, notwithstanding daily failings, access
with boldness to the throne of grace, and acceptance of their persons and services.

Q. 56. How is Christ to be exalted in his coming again to judge the world?

A. Christ is to be exalted in his coming again to judge the world, in that he, who was unjustly judged and
condemned by wicked men, shall come again at the last day in great power, and in the full manifestation of
his own glory, and of his Father’s, with all his holy angels, with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trumpet of God, to judge the world in righteousness.

Q. 57. What benefits hath Christ procured by his mediation?
A. Christ by his mediation hath procured redemption, with all other benefits of the covenant of grace.

Q. 58. How do we come to be made partakers of the benefits which Christ hath procured?
A. We are made partakers of the benefits which Christ hath procured, by the application of them unto us,
which is the work especially of God the Holy Ghost.

Q. 59. Who are made partakers of redemption through Christ?
A. Redemption is certainly applied, and effectually communicated, to all those for whom Christ hath
purchased it; who are in time by the Holy Ghost enabled to believe in Christ, according to the gospel.

Q. 60. Can they who have never heard the gospel, and so know not Jesus Christ nor believe in him, be saved
by their living according to the light of nature?

A. They who having never heard the gospel, know not Jesus Christ, and believe not in him, cannot be saved,
be they never so diligent to frame their lives according to the light of nature, or the laws of that religion which
they profess; neither is there salvation in any other, but in Christ alone, who is the Saviour only of his body the
church.
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1. “l am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one comes to the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6.) “Truly, truly,
| say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a
thief and a robber.... | am the door; if anyone enters by me, he will be saved.” (John 10:1, 9.)

Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which we have to hear and
which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.

We reject the false doctrine, as though the church could and would have to acknowledge as a source of its
proclamation, apart from and besides this one Word of God, still other events and powers, figures and truths,
as God’s revelation.

2. “Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.” (I Cor.
1:30.)

As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way and with the same
seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life. Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance
from the godless fetters of this world for a free, grateful service to his creatures.

We reject the false doctrine, as though there were areas of our life in which we would not belong to Jesus
Christ, but to other lords—areas in which we would not need justification and sanctification through him.

1. JESUS CHRIST

In Jesus of Nazareth, true humanity was realized once for all. Jesus, a Palestinian Jew, lived among his own
people and shared their needs, temptations, joys, and sorrows. He expressed the love of God in word and
deed and became a brother to all kinds of sinful men. But his complete obedience led him into conflict with
his people. His life and teaching judged their goodness, religious aspirations, and national hopes. Many
rejected him and demanded his death. In giving himself freely for them, he took upon himself the judgment
under which all men stand convicted. God raised him from the dead, vindicating him as Messiah and Lord.
The victim of sin became victor, and won the victory over sin and death for all men.

God’s reconciling act in Jesus Christ is a mystery which the Scriptures describe in various ways. It is called
the sacrifice of a lamb, a shepherd’s life given for his sheep, atonement by a priest; again it is ransom of a
slave, payment of debt, vicarious satisfaction of a legal penalty, and victory over the powers of evil. These are
expressions of a truth which remains beyond the reach of all theory in the depths of God’s love for man. They
reveal the gravity, cost, and sure achievement of God’s reconciling work.

The risen Christ is the Savior for all men. Those joined to him by faith are set right with God and
commissioned to serve as his reconciling community. Christ is head of this community, the church, which
began with the apostles and continues through all generations.

The same Jesus Christ is the judge of all men. His judgment discloses the ultimate seriousness of life and
gives promise of God’s final victory over the power of sin and death. To receive life from the risen Lord is to
have life eternal; to refuse life from him is to choose the death which is separation from God. All who put their
trust in Christ face divine judgment without fear, for the judge is their redeemer.
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We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to
the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe
the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of
human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his
sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal. We trust in God, whom
Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in
God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against
God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and
ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our
care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In
everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth.
Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes
us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who
runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.
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